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1 Si canimus Syloas, Syloe fint Conſule digne. 
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HE lofty Beeches, and their ſacred Shade 

5 7 O'er Pens- hurſt's Flow'r- embroider'd Vale 
difplay'd, 

Have yet their Glory : not that Sidney's Hand 
9 Marſhal'd in even Ranks th' obſequious Band ;” N 
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Or his freſh Garlands in theſe Bow'rs entwin'd, 
Whilſt all Arcadia open'd on his Mind: 


But here ſweet Waller breath'd his am'rous Flame, 


And taught the Groves his Sachariffa's Name; 
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_ :|\ Here met te Mule, a 185 gentle Love was 9 
„„ That aun d his 14-2 and wound the Strings ſo high 
2 | Seill with thi enraptur'd Strains the m 
1 | And the Groves floriſh in cternal Spring. 
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| f | 5 Eterng! Spring miles i in ha green Retreats,. 
1 8 a I No more the Monarch's, ſtill the Muſe's Seats,” 
| Where vn BED with Tow'rs majeſtic Windſor ſtands, 
; * | And the wide World beneath her Feet commands: 
E” Not that her regal Rampires boaſt the Fame ; 
1 i . of each ”m Epwakp's, each great Henzy's Name; . 
| ; F Not that, in Days of high. achiev d Renown, 
2 | There Barra's Gxxlus fix d his aweful Throne, | 
. * | 'Encircled with the glorious Blaze that ſprings f 
8 From conquer'd Nations, and from captive Kings: | 
When each proud Trophy moulders from the Wall, b 
And e*en th? imperial Dome itſelf ſhall fall: 
When thoſe great Names, the Warrior and che e Sage, 1 : 
; | | Lie clouded in the dark hiſtoric . 5 
N | Then ſhall the heav'n- born Muſe (to whom belong 
0 | The more than mortal-making Pow ers of Song) 
1 | Thro' Time's deep Shades her ſacred Light diſplay, 
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a 4d.vour the Beam of Fame's eternal Day, 
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Queen of ſweet N * melodious Strains, 
If yet Thou deign to viſit Britain's Plains; 
If yet thy hallow' d Haunts partake thy Love, 
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Clear Spring, enamel'd Vale, or bow'ry Grove 8 
O come, and with me th inſpiring Glades, 
Where LaIcEsT ER ſpreads the Lawns and forms the Shades, 
On HorkRAu's Plains bids Græcian Structures riſe, | ; 
And the tall Column ſhoot into the „ 3 
Beneath whoſe proud Survey, extended wide, 

New Scenes, new Beauties charm on ev ry Side : 
Here, crown'd with Woods, the ſhaded Hills aſcend, 
In open Light there the low Vales extend; 


Here in rich Harveſts waves the ripen'd Grain, 
And there freſh Verdure cloaths the paſtur'd Plain, 


Sweetly' intermix'd, and lovely to behold, i 


As the green Emerald enchas'd'in Gold. 
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See where the Loni Lake thro” pendent Shade, 
The Hills between, her liquid T reaſures leads; "RE 
And to the Boughs, that pr her criſped Sides, 
Folds the clear Mirrar of her cryſtal Tides g 9 _ 
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Her cryſtal T ides reflec le | &] — 


the Flood, 


| Cones and wild 
-Or the flope Margent, with a ſofter Riſe, 
Shade above Shade, and Rank o'er Rank. erbten. 
Ats hallow'd 4 Head, with 0 ; | 
The = Ghar vt 1 > jr 


Emerging from the Wares, the tall Fow's r 


With Tranſport bids the ſolemn Structure; 


And wing'd for Britain ſpceds the 50S OY 
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In nearer View, midlt . Lawn's wide Extent, | 
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That gently wells NL an upfore'd, Aſcent, Ka 

* Ny 

The ſtately Manſon, lifts it's 8 tow' ry f Height, 

An Oak beneath, 
That calls the cool Gales thro” its Boughs to breath, 
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In juſt Proportion * on the Si 


And glitters o er the Groves. 


Where the Sun darts his ſervid Rays i in vain, 
Like the great Patriarch on Mamre 8 Plain 


The princely Lrlersrin firs: : the pageant Pride 
. Of cumbrous Greataclh baniſh" "ach his Side 


God's'own. a Temple 697" 


' Their ſilrery Surface 1 Green; 50 1 
As on the ny Banks, bending o'er t 
up iprings th Serſhadowing Wood; 
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In theſe bielt & Bow'rs He plans the great Def ; 
With heighten'd Charms bids 

— us Mag * 

Tho' rich, ven tho' ſplendi 

Calls forth each Beauty that from Order ſprings; 
From its low d Greece each hon: 

Or Arti air Ti wink 

And bids each poliſt'd Grace inhabit hens. . 
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Nor theſe alone: here Vixrus loves to d 1 
No cold Recluſe felf-cavern'd in a Cell! 
Active and warm She breaths a nobler Part, 
Glows in the Breaſt, and opens all the Heart; 
To gen rous Deeds She fires th empaſſion d Mind, * by 
ſtitute of Heav'n to bleſs Mankind; 

She thro” deſponding Miſery's chearleſs Gloom 
Pours Joy, and gives negle&ed Worth to bloom; 
She in each Boſom ſtills the riſing Sigh, 


And wipes off ey'ry Tear from ev'ry Eye,; 
She to yon” Alms-houſe, boſom'd in the Grove, 
From Toil and Care bids Age and Want remove; | 

There the ed Expr of: labout'd: Life to reſt; 
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| Where Virgin Innocence, and meck-ey'd Peace, 


Spreads o'er the vermeil Cheek Heal 


rec, cheſs are Rays that * — ſhine, 
And thine, bright CL1zyozD | the full Blaze is thine. 
Bring the green Bay, the fragrant Myrtle bring, 


The Violet glowing in the Lap of Spring; 


Bid the ſweet Vallies ſend each honied Flow'r, 
Each Herb, each Leaf of aromatic Pow'r; 
The Muſe's Hand ſh: 

And ſtrew the G 


In diſtant Proſpect, ſinking from the Eye, 
Low in the tufted Dales the Hamlets lie; 


With calm Content, the ſtraw- roof d Cottage bleſs; 
And ſtrong· nerv d Induſtry in pureſt Flow 
1's roſeate Glow. 
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More diſtant yet the throng d commercial Town, 


That makes the Wealth of other Worlds her own, 


Lifts her proud: Head, and fees with ev ry Tide 


Rich-freighted N avies croud her harbour'd Side: 


or bids the parting Veſſel ſpread tl e Sail a 


Looſe to the Wind, and catch the rifing Gale: 
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While the vaſt  Albion's utmoſt 1 
Rolls its broad Wave, a World of Waters, round. 
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In ſweet Aſtoniſhment th impatient Mind 


dds her free Pow'rs expatiate unconfin'd ; 
From Scene to Scene in rapid Progreſs flies, 


Glances from Earth to Seas, from Seas to Skies; 
Delights to feel the great Ideas | 


Swell on the Senſe, and Gl up all the Sul. 


Not ſuch the Scene, when * th W Wild 
No Harveſt roſe, no chearful Verdure {mil'd 
On the bare Hill no Tree was ſeen to ſpread 

The graceful Foliage of its waving Head; 

No breathing Hedge-row form d the broider d Pra. 
Nor Hawthorn bloſſom d on th unſightly Ground; 
Joy was not here; no Bird of finer Note 
Pour'd the thick Warblings of his dulcet Throat ; 
Een Hope was fled ; and o'er the chearleſs Plain, 
A Waſte of Sand, Want held her unblefs'd Reign. 
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Lo, W 8 comes before his maſt ring Hand 


* * 5 "L.A, rode —— of the 2 Land, * & * 
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The ruſſet Lawns a ſudden Wanne wear; 

Starts from the wond' ring Fields the golden Ear; 

Up riſe the waving Woods, and haſte to crown 

The Hill's bare Brow; and ſhade the ſultry Down: 
The ſhelter d Traveller ſees, with glad Surpriſe, 
Oer trackleſs Wilds th extended Rows ariſe ; 

And, as their hoſpitable Branches ſpread, 

Bleſſes the friendly 1 Hand that form'd the Shade : 
Joy blooms around, and chears the Peaſant's Toll, 
| As ſmiling Plenty decks the cultur'd Soil ; 
The bright ning Scenes a kinder Genius own, | 
| And Nature finiſhes what Art 
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But can Bs cho“ Philomela deign = 
| To breath her fiveet Notes thro” the warbled Strain ; 


' ] . Tho'ev'ry Muſe and ev'ry Grace ſhou'd ſmile, 


And Raptures raiſe the honey-ſteeped Style; 
Can the Verſe paint like Nature? Can the Pow'r, 
That wakes to Life free Pancy's 8 * d store, OT 
Boaſt Charms like Her' s? Or the creative Hand 
In blended Tints fack beauteous Scenes command, 
Tho”! 1 Pouſbn gives each Grace to mM 
5 cal Golours-glow 3 
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5 Ver Perlen is the Pow r of rel Seng „ 
| That burfts in Tranſport from the Muſe's Tongue: 
And, hark | methinks her allows Voice I hear 
15 Notes mellifluous ſtealing on the Ear; 
Now clearer, and yet clearer trills the Strain, 
| Swells thro' che Grove, and meh along he Plain, 
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« Ye Meng that love 1 e lilied Vale, ' 
ec Where treams the Glo Fount of Acidale ; 5 | 
4 Ve, that i in Pindus' laure'd Groves abide, | 
Or haunt Cyllene's Cypreſi-ſhaded Side ; 
<c Or braid: your fine Wreaths in the pearly Cares, 
e Where fam'd Ilifſus rolls his Attic Waves; 2 
<6 Whilſt the Barbarian's rude unletter'd Race | 
= Profane Your Grottos, and your Bow'rs deface, 


ce See, LEICESTER courts you to thi Icenian Shore, 
4 gtudious your long-loſt Honours to reſtore! 
| <*© See, the fair Rival of your native Seats, 
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<c Aonian HolxHAu opens all its Sweets | 


| * Deign then, ye min., deign to tread | i 
| ' a The rich Embroidery of yon' velvet Mead, : 
| $6 As freſh, as lovely as your lilied Vale, 


þ * Where ſtreams the flver Fount of — 2 
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& If old Cyllene's Cypreſs-ſhaded Bo , 
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Or Pindus“ laurel d Mount delight you more; 5 


bee R feet Enthuſiaſts 0 foftly-filent rove, 


« The ſtudious: Mazes of the twilight Grove; 2550 
« Or, at the Foot of ſore hoar Elm reclin = 
Wake che high 3 Thought chat ſwells the — Mind; 
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Or penſive liſten to the ſolemn Roar 
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| Lay 


Of whitening Billows breaking on the Shore . A 
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If the mafeſtis Domes, whoſe row ry Pride. & ard 2? 
Glitter 0 er fam d Viflus ie Tide, 5 ; : IF.» > 
Your Steps detain ; von princely Structure view - 
« Grac d with each finer Art your Athens knew! * 
e Each finer Art to juſt Perfection üngb.,, 2adu #7? . 
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« All that Vitruvius and Palladio thought; 
; The trophied Arch; the Porphyry-pillar d Hall; 
** The {culptur'd Forms that breath along the Wall; 
by Lyczan Pan; the Faun's Arcadian Race; 
= The Huntreſs. Queen's inimitable Grace 8 
* Athenian Pallas clad in en Arms; 
* Heav'n's Empreſs conſcious of her ſlighted Charms; 
T 


Your own Apollo, on whoſe poliſh'd Brow, 


* Youth . and Grace, and Candor' 2 3 
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roes, Sages, an illuftri 
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| Haſte then, ye facred Siſters 
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